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HORIZONTAL
3. Mayan language

6. el Día de los _____

7. Lord Pacal ruled this city

8. Quetzacoatl symbolized a feathered…
9. evil ruler of Chichen Itza

12. a rainforest city in Guatemala

13. known as the Sun Lord, ruled 70 yrs
15. used by the Mayans as an almanac

16. discovered Lord Pacal's tomb in 1949

18. a sacrificial alter in Chichen Itza
VERTICAL
1. most important Mayan city

2. location of the World Tree

4. temple of ___= Lord Pacal's tomb

5. another name for the Underworld

10. home of the Celestial Monster

11. sacred,sacrifical well in Chichen Itza

12. the age Lord Pacal ascended the throne

14. Mayan book of wisdom & history

17. bridged the upper & lower worlds

19. an observatory in Chichen Itza
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MAYA VOCABULARY GUIDE: Messages In Stone

Diá de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) - On this feast day, November 2nd, festivals take place throughout Mexico and Guatemala. In many places the celebrations recall ancestor worship. Diá de los Muertos is a sacred tradition that reaches back more than a thousand years. Churches, homes and graveyards are adorned with altars and shrines to honor the dead. It is believed that on this night the dead will return to the villages to celebrate with their families.

Caracol - Observatory, possible watchtower, located at Chichén Itzá. As the tallest building in Chichén Itzá, it is believed that the priests would mount the Caracol's spiral staircase to get a glimpse into the Upperworld.

Cenote of Sacrifice - Sacred well of Chichén Itzá. The Maya believed it was the entrance to the Underworld.

This great natural sinkhole averages about 200 feet in diameter. Along its edge the pool is only a few feet deep, but at the center its depth reaches over 40 feet. Victims were sacrificed at the well. Many of the sacrificial victims were young women, even children. Precious stones and other prized possessions were also thrown into the well.

Chichén Itzá - One of the most important cities of the Maya people, it was a center of Mayan culture. It is now an important archaeological site located 18 miles southwest of Valladolid, Mexico, in the northern part of the Yucatán Peninsula. Its name, meaning "Mouth of the Wells of Itzá" came from the two natural wells found in the city. The cultural and religious life of the city revolved around the wells. El Castillo, the Ball Court, Sacred Well, Temple of the Warriors, and the Caracol or Round Tower are among its notable ruins.

Chacmool - Sacrificial altar at the entrance to the Temple of the Warriors at Chichén Itzá. The reclining figure cradles a disk which held the offerings to the gods. Many believe that human hearts were cut out and placed on the belly of the Chacmool and offered to the gods in exchange for life-giving rain.

El Castillo - A Maya temple located at Chichén Itzá which is considered a stone representation of the Maya calendar. Designed to align with the rising and setting sun during the winter and summer solstices, El Castillo was used by the Maya as an almanac.

Lord Pacal - Most influential ruler of the city of Palenque. Known to his people as the Sun Lord, he ascended the throne in 615 A.D. He was only twelve years old at that time. He would rule over the city for almost 70 years and would preside over a golden age of accomplishment in the areas of art, science and music. He had the Temple of Inscriptions constructed as his mortuary shrine.

Middleworld - Region of the Mayan universe where humans lived in close connection with the gods and ancestors.

Palenque - An ancient city of the Maya which became a dominant center in its region and one of the most important in the Maya Lowlands. Under the direction of its great ruler Lord Pacal, Palenque was lead into a golden age of science, music, and art. Lord Pacal's Palace and the Temple of Inscriptions, built to serve as his tomb, are among the notable ruins of Palenque.

Popol Vuh - Or Book of Counsel, of wisdom, of science, of understanding - the creation myth and national saga of the Quiché Maya. The Popol Vuh poetic narrative was recorded in the mid-16th century. A copy was made by Francisco Ximenez, a parish priest of Chichicastenango in the early 1800s. This book is filled with stories that offer insight into the spiritual origins and foundations of Maya life.

Quetzalcoatl - Legendary leader of Chichén Itzá, symbolized by the Feathered Serpent. It is believed that he presided over the darker side of the Maya represented by human sacrifice. At El Castillo a stone image of Quetzalcoatl descends the stairs.

Quiché - One of the languages of the Maya. It also refers to the Native Americans of the Mayan linguistic stock who are presently living in the highlands of western Guatemala. Numbering almost 300,000 they are the largest Native American group in Guatemala.

Alberto Ruz - Mexican archaeologist who discovered Pacal's tomb in Palenque's Temple of Inscriptions in 1949.

Tikal - Ancient Mayan city located in the Peten rain forests of Guatemala. Today it is an important archaeological site. The Temple of the Skulls is among its notable ruins.

Upperworld - The region of the Maya universe that was the home to the ancestors, gods, and Celestial Monster. The Maya believed that the Celestial Monster shed its blood as rain after human sacrifice.

World Tree - This massive tree was believed to grow in all three worlds of the Mayan universe – the Upperworld, the Middleworld and the Underworld. The Maya believed that their ancestors and gods used it as a bridge to listen to human prayers within the temples. The trunk of the World Tree stood in the Middleworld. The roots of the tree went into Xibalba. The crown of the World Tree was in the Upperworld, home to the ancestors, gods and the Celestial Monster.


Xibalba - The Maya Underworld; It was a dark, cold, dreaded place inhabited by evil gods of death and sacrifice. The Maya believed caves to be the entrance to this hell and its frightening evils. Xibalba was considered a shadow of the Middleworld with tree, birds, and temples, but it was cursed by darkness and demons.
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VIEWER'S GUIDE

Directions: Answer the following questions immediately after viewing the video or as instructed by your teacher. Use the back of this sheet if necessary.

1. What is Diá de los Muertos and how is it celebrated?

2. What are the names of some of the important Maya cities?

3. What is the Popol Vuh?

4. What is the World Tree and what significance did it have for the Maya?

5. What purpose did human sacrifice serve for the Maya? Is some form of sacrifice still practiced by the Maya today?

6. Who is Lord Pacal and what were his significant contributions?

7. Who was Quetzalcoatl and why is he considered important to the Maya?

8. How did the Maya view their enemies?

9. What game was played on the ball courts and what were its stakes? What is the location of one of the more famous Mayan ball courts?

10. Do Maya spiritual traditions and beliefs still influence their present-day descendants?
